


Society in which people living with HIV/AIDS face no discrimination and enjoy equal 
rights to lead a meaningful life 

Vision 

Promoting positive living among the people living with HIV/AIDS to address the causes 
of discrimination and to work for assertion of their rights 

Enhancing accountability for ensuring equal rights and protection from discrimination 
for all people living with HIV and AIDS 

Maximising solidarity of civil society in supporting PLHA in their assertion of rights 
and to voice their concerns; as well as in fundraising for development of PLHA 

Mission 
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          Sincerely,  

          

         Mrs. Kagitha Laxmi Priya  

Message from the Founder Member 
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A  huge milestone was reached with the release of the first annual report on 25th July 2017, in the       

presence of Mr. Ashim Chowla, CEO, LEPRA Society, JOY Group  members and Dr. Lakshmi   

Prasanna,  Physician,  Gandhi Medical College. Nearly 80 people attended the event. 

HIGHLIGHTS! 

 

S elect Cheyutha staff acquired training in Tally Accounting Software and medical store maintenance. 

 

F or the first time, Cheyutha participated in street fundraising to support LEPRA Society’s WALK to 

Beat Leprosy, November 2017-January 2018.  
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T he year started with the inauguration of 

the generic medical store by Mr.Harpreet 

Singh, IAS, Principal Secretary, Governor,         

Telangana/AP, on 9th January 2018. Cheyutha 

achieved this thanks to the generosity of 

Mr.B.V.Papa Rao, IAS (Retd.), Chairman, Indian 

Red Cross Society (IRCS), currently advisor,    

Chief Minister, Telangana State and                  

Mr. Madan Mohan, Secretary, IRCS. The event 

was attended by IRCS, LEPRA Society, JOY Group 

and Cheyutha staff. Mrs.K.L.Priya signed a MoU 

with IRCS for a period of one year to run the 

store. 

The generic medical store serves the             

neighbourhood surrounding Cheyutha. The store 

has a  certified pharmacist who along with one 

of Cheyutha’s staff was trained in medical store 

maintenance at Dr. Paul Dass Maternity &    

Family Welfare Centre and Gandhi Hospital,    

Secunderabad.  Since  inauguration in January 

until March 2018, the store has generated sales 

worth ₹ 39,963, of which, IRCS shares 30% with       

Cheyutha.  
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 Enrolment of persons living with HIV/AIDS 

(PLHIV) for opportunistic infections (OIs) in the 

weekly clinics and various other services rose to 

1905 

 The 50 clinics conducted during the year were 

accessed by 1182 regular members which        

included 20 new registrations, 16 infected       

children, 188 cluster of differentiation 4 (CD4) 

and 175   Antiretroviral therapy (ART) follow-ups 

 Two outreach workers referred 584 general   

cases for HIV testing, of which, 4 were positive 

and enrolled in the ART centre for treatment.        

Counselling was provided to 27 members who 

were ART defaulters, to continue therapy 

 Of the 524 antenatal case (ANC) referrals, one 

reported positive and enrolled in the Prevention 

of Parent-To-Child Transmission (PPTCT)          

programme and had a safe and healthy baby  

ACHIEVEMENTS! 

T he sixty-member 

strong, five            

Self-Support Groups (SSGs) 

aided by Cheyutha since 

2012 finally came into 

their own in November 

2017. Now, the groups 

hold their own bank      

account, handle financial 

transactions, meetings, 

etc. The WCBO was       

successful in developing second-line leadership. In January, the group supported their mother             

organisation LEPRA  Society’s cause for leprosy, through street fundraising, collecting nearly ₹ 180,000.  

 The clinic recorded 1117 walk-ins for issues like counselling regarding ANC referrals for institutional 

deliveries, education support, legal services and positive marriages 
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C heyutha mobilises funding through personal  networks, local   

donors, corporates and in-kind donations in the form of            

groceries, medicines, books,  stationery, blankets and sanitary pads. 

The WCBO recorded cash  donations worth ₹ 8,073,31.59 and in-kind       

donations worth  ₹ 2,75,310 

O n a monthly basis, nutritional support was provided to 16 orphans and 

semi-orphans. Employees of Automatic Data Processing (ADP),             

Hyderabad, donated rice, oil, lentils, sugar, peanuts, jaggery and health drinks, 

twice during the year. Value Labs, Hyderabad, donated ₹180,000, for providing 

rice, oil, two varieties of lentils, jaggery, peanuts, health drink, wheat flour, idly 

rava (semolina) and Bombay rava. The contributions were an effort towards    

increasing the CD4 count of infected children.  

P LHIV suffering from critical illnesses needing various care and support    

services also seek help from the WCBO. As in the case of Kavitha (in the 

photo) who suffered from Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) and tuberculosis, 

Cheyutha provided psychological, financial and nutritional support, as the WCBO 

firmly believes that a debilitating illness affects the entire family and calls for  

holistic support.   
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N ineteen-year old Renuka, a third

-year B.Sc. (Bachelor of Science, 

Computers) student, is HIV negative, 

though born of positive parents. A 

bright student, due to her inability to 

pay tuition, she was barred from        

appearing for her tenth grade final     

examinations. Her mother Laxmi, a 

Cheyutha member and a vegetable   

vendor, approached the WCBO and the 

fees were paid, leading to Renuka ap-

pearing for the examinations, scoring 

95%! The organisation continues to  

C heyutha believes that every child, whether infected or affected by HIV, has a right to education. 

The WCBO supports orphan, semi-orphan and children of terminally ill parents registered as    

below poverty line (BPL), depending on funding available. In 2017-18, 75 students (47 girls and 28 boys), 

from first grade to post-graduate studies, received education support (cheques and stationery).          

Seventy one students successfully completed the academic year. 

support Renuka who says, “Cheyutha is family and has 

provided a strong foundation to launch my dreams which 

is to find a stable, well-paying job to take care of my 

mother”! 

Our Success Stories! 

N aveena, a twenty-one-year old,            

completed a course in Master of  Business                   

Administration (MBA-Finance) and is awaiting     

results. A HIV positive person, she scored 83% in 

her previous  semester. Naveena, who is a parent

-to-child transmission case, has been on            

antiretroviral therapy (ART) since the age of 15 

and suffered side effects. Naveena’s mother            

Rajyalakshmi, an outreach worker, also HIV       

positive, approached  Cheyutha and offered  her 

services in return for   educational support for her 

daughter. Rajyalakshmi not only handles outreach 

work for the WCBO but also offers her services 

to the jute enterprise. Naveena’s dream is to 

work in the banking sector which is being made 

possible according to her,    “…because Cheyutha 

supported me at the right time and I am truly 

indebted to the organisation”. 

7 



T he Jute enterprise was the brainchild of JOY Group to make Cheyutha self-reliant. The unit,  

started in 2016 has three machines, with ten women members including staff trained to make 

bags. The group continues to participate in exhibitions and also takes private orders. During the year 

2017-18, the venture recorded sales worth  ₹ 42,445.  

Jute Enterprise 
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EVENTS! 

 

 

O n 25th July, Cheyutha held a programme to      

distribute cheques and stationery to 24 HIV       

positive infected and affected students. The first an-

nual   report of the WCBO was released on the occa-

sion by Mr.Ashim Chowla, CEO, LEPRA Society, in the 

presence of Mr.Madan Mohan, Secretary, IRCS, 

Dr.Lakshmi Prasanna (OB/GYN), Gandhi Hospital and 

JOY Group members. The event was attended by 13 

guests, 66   Self-Support Group (SSG) members, staff 

and Board members of Cheyutha.  
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W omen’s Day, 2018, was observed on Cheyutha premises. The occasion was graced by celebrity 

anchor and social activist, Ms. Jhansi Laxmi, Mr. Ashim Chowla, CEO, LEPRA Society,              

Mr. Madan Mohan, Secretary, IRCS and JOY Group members Ms. Kavitha David and Ms. Jaya Prada.  

o mark the occasion, women from the                

self-support groups were awarded loans in the 

form of cheques and tailoring machines.  

he beneficiaries of the loans were either starting 

or expanding their current business and were      

supported by Cheyutha, as in the case of              

Mrs. Lakshmi for her fruit business; Mrs. Mani for 

her tailoring accessories store and  Mrs. Saidamma 

for her tailoring shop.  
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C heyutha participated in an exhibition 

sponsored by Genpact India, as part of 

its corporate social responsibility (CSR), in   

Hyderabad, in October 2017. The Jute bags 

exhibit earned ₹3,375 during the one-day 

event. 

hysicians and student achievers connected with the 

WCBO were also felicitated on the occasion. The honorees           

included Dr. Aruna Bala, volunteer doctor at the clinic for 

over a decade; Mr. Ramu, Service Provider, Word & Deed, 

for  coordinating nearly 100 HIV positive surgeries and at a    

reasonable cost; Ms. Srija and Ms. Naveena, HIV Positive   

students, for consistently scoring high marks in school and    

college and Ms. Sravanthi, daughter of a Cheyutha member and a police constable, for her financial 

contribution to the WCBO.  

ACTIVITIES! 

 

M rs. K. L. Priya presented a paper on the 

Role of CBOs in Care and Control of 

TB/HIV, at a Symposium on Management of TB 

in PLHIV Through Community Engagement, held 

on 3rd February 2018, in Secunderabad. 
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I n February 2018, positive marriages conducted by Cheyutha received coverage in Devex, a platform 

for the global development community, headquartered in Washington, DC. “The founder of the    

community-based organization, Laxmi Priya Kagitha, has so far matched 65 marriages between HIV      

positive men and women and claims the controversial process helps couples not only fit into a society 

that sees marriage as the norm, but alleviates depression, and helps prevent transmission of the             

disease”. https://www.devex.com/news/in-india-one-group-uses-arranged-marriages-as-a-way-to-

combat-hiv-91977 

M rs. K. L. Priya was felicitated by Tridandi Sri Chinna Jeeyar on behalf of Kinnera Foundation on 

the occasion of International Women’s Day 2018, for her exemplary service towards the cause 

of women affected by HIV. 

S ince 2006, the WCBO  arranged 68 marriages. On    

International Women’s Day, a positive couple,        

Mrs. and Mr. Arun were felicitated. Arun had come          

forward to marry Sandhya who was also suffering from  

anaemia and   tuberculosis after seeing her stigmatised in 

her own home. Arun, owner of a barber shop who was 

economically      stable, took excellent care of Sandhya, 

changing her life forever! 

SPECIAL MENTIONS! 
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S.no 
 Planned  

Activities 

Annual 
Target 

Achie
ved 

 2ndQtr 

(Jul - Sep16) 

3rdQtr 

(Oct - Dec 16) 

   4thQtr 

(Jan – Mar 17) 

To-
tal 

 1st Qtr 

(Apr - J un 16)   

        M F MC FC M    F MC FC M F MC FC M F MC FC   

1 ART Follow-up  

(New and old) 200 175 13 24 2 2 12 28 1 1 16 32 3 4 5 30 1 1 175 

2 Assist PLHIV’s for  

Nutrition Support 16 16 0 0 8 8 0 0 8 8 0 0 8 8 0 0 8 8 16 

3 ANC Tested   525 0 98 0 0 0 126 0 0 0 173 0 0 0 128 0 0 525 

4 ANC Positive   1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

5 Clinics Conducted  53 50 76 206 16 12 60 196 16 14 92 200 16 11 64 175 15 13 1182 

6 
Group  Counsel-
ling  

Conducted  
53 50 76 206 16 12 60 196 16 14 92 200 16 11 64 175 15 13 1182 

7 
CD4 Testing  

(New and        
Follow- Up) 

200 188 10 63 6 1 11 24 8 0 14 16 4 2 16 10 3 0 188 

8 Deaths 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 1   1 5 

9 Education support 
to PLHA children     0 0 0 0 0 0 28 47 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 75 

10 General Cases 
tested for HIV   584 63 36 0 0  76 52 0 0 112 99 0 0 84 62 0 0 584 

11 General Cases 
found Positive 

  4 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

  Referrals   

12 Livelihood Train-
ing (Tailoring) 4 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 

13 
Quarterly Meetings 
for  CBO  

Strengthening 
4 4 1       1       1       1       4 

14 Monitoring and 
Review   

  Submission of 
Monthly Reports 

12 12 3       3       3       3       12 

15 Networking and  

Linkages   

  

Tapping the GOs / 
NGOs Resources 
(Medical- Local 
Resource  

Mobilisation) 

  12 0 4 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 12 

16 Observational 
Days                                       

  World AIDS Day 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  International Wom-
en’s  Day 

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39 139 12 12 202 

17 PCR   16 0 0 5 3 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 1 16 

18 
Support groups/ 
Sensitisation Meet-
ings at ART Centre 

  1745 140 233 0 0 184 284 0 0 186 302 0 0 153 263 0 0 1745 

ANNEXE: (A)  
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(B) 

14 



(C) 

Vijayalakshmi 
President  

Lavanya 
Secretary 

Kavitha 
Vice-President  

Janaki 
Joint - Secretary 

Latha 
Treasurer 

Rekha 
Executive Member 

Swapna 
Executive Member 

K Laxmi Priya 
In-charge Cheyutha WCBO 

Renuka 
Accountant 

Swaroopa 
Jute Unit In-charge/Trainer 

Veronica 
DEO 

Rajyalakshmi 
Outreach Worker 

Jyothi 
Outreach Worker 
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(D) 
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(E) 
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  HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

ADP Automatic Data Processing 

AIDS Acquired Immunodeficiency Virus 

ANC Antenatal care 

ART Antiretroviral Therapy 

BPL Below Poverty Line 

CBO Community Based Organisation 

CD4 Cluster of Differentiation 4 

CSR Corporate Social Responsibility 

FC Female Child 

ICTC Integrated Counselling and Testing Centre 

IRCS Indian Red Cross Society 

MC Male Child 

NGO Non - Government Organisation 

OB/GYN Obstetrician-Gynecologist 

OIs Opportunistic Infections 

ORW Out Reach Worker 

PCR Polymerase Chain Reaction 

PLHIV People Living with HIV 

PMTCT Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission 

SER Socio Economic Rehabilitation 

SSG Self-Support Group 

TB Tuberculosis 

TSACS Telangana State AIDS Control Society 

WCBO Women’s Community Based Organisation 

(F) 
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In India, one group uses arranged marriages as a way to combat HIV 
By Rebecca Root // 15 February 2018  
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Vision: Society in which people living with HIV/AIDS 

face no discrimination and enjoy equal rights to lead a 
meaningful life 
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For orders/queries, please contact us at: 

H.No: 16-11-578 

Red Cross Gaddiannaram 

Dilsuknagar, Hyderabad—500060 

cheyuthaacbo@gmail.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Cheyutha 

Phone: +91 99494 69887 

 

Registration No.497 of Telangana Society Registration Act 2011 

Donations to Cheyutha (WCBO) are exempted under section 80G of the  

Income Tax Act, 1961.  

(F.No.CIT (E) / 70 (7) / 12A & 80G / 2015 -16) dated 24/12/15 

PAN:AABAC26078 

A/C No:0002104000514026,IDBI Bank, IFSC Code:IBK0000002 

Basheerbagh, Hyderabad 

 


